
Jesus:  
The Image of the Invisible God

REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEONE

God brought about our salvation in a particular time and 
place through a historic Person

Faith-filled sensory connection brings healing and new life

A place acquires holiness through association with a       
holy person, and that holiness facilitates prayer



DOMINE IVIMUS

I REJOICED WHEN THEY SAID TO ME,
“LET US GO TO                             

THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.”

Psalm 122





–Fr. Jerome Murphy O’Connor, “The Holy Land”

“Those who permit the church to question them may begin 
to understand why hundreds of thousands thought it 

worthwhile to risk death or slavery in order to pray here.”

GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

"Near the city” (John 19:20)

Third perimeter wall erected 40-44 AD



“So they took Jesus…to the place called the place of a skull, 
which is called in Hebrew Golgotha” (John 19:17)

“Now in the place that he was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb…” (John 19:41)

“The tomb was close at hand…” (John 19:42)

Golgotha - Skull

Calvariae - Calvary



TOMB TYPE

Arcosolium (Latin) 
arched recess/niche

Aedicule (Latin)    
small room/house

“New tomb” (John 
19:41)



THE SITE REMEMBERED

There has always been a Christian community in Jerusalem 
(except during the time of the first Jewish revolt)



THE SITE REMEMBERED

There has always been a Christian community in Jerusalem 
(except during the time of the first Jewish revolt)

There was an unbroken line of bishops from James to the 
time of Eusebius’ writing

HADRIAN’S FORUM AND TEMPLE

After crushing the second Jewish revolt, Hadrian wanted to 
eradicate the Jewish identity of Jerusalem

Jerusalem renamed Aelia Capitolina (Aelia - Hadrian’s family 
name; Capitolina - head/top)

Temples to Jupiter and Venus were erected on top of the 
Empty Tomb and Calvary



4TH CENTURY CHURCH

Erected by Constantine between 326-335

If the church could have been built elsewhere, it would have 
been, but all were confident of the location



4TH CENTURY CHURCH

Erected by Constantine between 326-335

If the church could have been built elsewhere, it would have 
been, but all were confident of the location

The rotunda was not completed until 384 as an enormous 
amount of bedrock was cut away to isolate the Empty Tomb





THE FINDING OF THE TRUE CROSS

Actual pieces of wood were discovered at the excavation 
site for the church in 326

In the late 4th Century the story of St. Helena finding the 
True Cross and the implements of the Passion arose



DESTRUCTION AND RESTORATION

The church was razed in 1009 by the mad caliph al-Hakim

A limited restoration project was carried out between 
1042-1048, funded by Byzantine Emperor Constantine IX 
Monomachus



CRUSADER CHURCH

Fifty-year 
renovation 
project in the 
Romanesque/
Gothic style



FIRE OF 1808 AND SUBSEQUENT REPAIRS

The domes of the Rotunda 
and Catholicon were repaired, 
and the Aedicule replaced

The Aedicule was weakened 
in a 1927 earthquake, and 
held together by iron beams 
1934-2016







PASSING ON OUR STORY

Being a historical religion, the fundamentals of Christianity 
are historical

See 1 Corinthians 15:3-5: Christ died, was buried, rose, and 
appeared

These events tell our story; we have to tell others of it





33 A.D. 
The place called Calvary was a 
disused stone quarry outside the city 
gates. 

A stone spur was the spot where 
executions were carried out. 

The hill was transformed into 
gardens and also used for burials. 

A third area, previously used as a 
dumping ground, became a cistern 
as the town developed. 

From the Gospels we know that 
Jesus was crucified on a spot called 
Calvary, 
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and buried in a garden that was in 
the same place where Joseph of 
Arimathea had a new tomb. 

The front wall of the Sepulchre 
faced east, so in the morning the sun 
could enter and illuminate the Tomb. 

135 A.D. 
After the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the Emperor Hadrian rebuilt the town, 
calling it Aelia Capitolina. He put a 
Capitoline Hill in the centre, in honour 
of the Roman gods. 

The Golgotha area disappeared 
under the new buildings, but the 
Christians kept its memory alive. 
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Saint Jerome writes: for about 180 
years, from the reign of Hadrian to 
Constantine, the statue of Jupiter 
was worshipped on the place of the 
Resurrection; 

while a statue of Venus was raised 
on the rock of the Cross. 

336 A.D. 
The Eastern atrium opened onto the 
Cardo Maximus (main street). 

Through three doors, one could enter 
the majestic Basilica called the 
Martyrium. 
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The pilgrim Egeria speaks of a 
second church behind the Cross 
(behind Calvary) 

and she defines the Triportico as a 
veritable church with open roof. 

After the unexpected finding of Jesus' 
Sepulchre, Constantine decided to 
isolate it from the hill and placed it in 
the magnificent mausoleum called 
Anastasis (Resurrection). 

According to tradition, Saint Helena 
found the Holy Cross in a cistern. 
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1149 A.D. 
In the 12th Century, the Rotunda 
over Christ's Tomb and the Chapels 
on Calvary were joined together 
under one roof, within a magnificent 
cathedral. 

The South parvis was beautified 
with the bell tower and the noble 
entrance to Calvary, called the 
Chapel of the Franks. 

The North aisle, called "The Arches 
of the Virgin" was not changed. 
According to Tradition, this is where 
Mary walked to visit her Son's Tomb. 
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Under the new dome, the Omphalos 
marks the centre of the world. 

Under Calvary, beside the Stone of 
Unction, lie the tombs of the 
Crusader Kings. 

Saint Helena's lower Basilica was 
built during the Crusader era, as was 
the Chapel of the Finding of the Holy 
Cross. 

Today 
The Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre 
looks like a puzzle. 

The last structural intervention, made 
after the great fire in 1808, brought 
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about the following changes: 

• the Edicule over the Tomb was 
renovated, 

• the central Katholikon was closed, 

• new stairs opening onto Calvary 
were built.
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